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FOLKLORE AND HISTORY: SOME
THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Vivencio R. Jose

Not many months ago, officials holding responsible positions in
the educational bureaucracy reportedly objected to the teaching of his-
tory as a separate subject in the schools. They argued that this is a “step
in the wrong direction which will bring more educational harm ‘than
good to -our school subjects” because history is “basically a dead and
useless subject like Spanish” and is, -therefore, irrelevant for it “gives
our children practically insignificant values in our life.”* I would rather
like to think that the above attitude expresses popular sentiments
against many textbooks not yet liberated from the influence of foreign
authors who usually ‘emphasize :chronology, superficial ‘presentation
of events, simple enumeration and, of course, the benevolence of the
ruling class — that is to say, the Spaniards and the Americans, and their
native collaborators. These textbooks gloss over the colonial evils that
brought forth sufferings and humiliations to the- Filipino nation, and
conditions propitious for the emergence of bizarre mediocrities who
played the leaders’ part.

These textbook, in serving as props of academic colonialism, have
ignored or slandered the common people; driven away from their pages,
the latter have been forced to seek sanctuary in popular traditions and
folklore where today many of them still live as fugitives in romance and
mystery. By hiding behind the cloak of “subjectivist” or “objectivist”
methodology, these historians have in fact indigenized colonialism for
they advanced basically the same world views which have nurtured the
old ideals, the old values, and the old goals which their history mentors
anchored on hopes for, or expectations of, continued colonial power.
Even when these historians strive for Filipinism, they still derive their
political and ideological framework from the culture of imperialism and
express their historical stand in a structure fundamentally colonial. The
providential, positivist and subjectivist views of history at best fit into
the cultural-ideological norms of the colonizers.

In recent years, however, they have been challenged as the struggle
for the liberation of thought from all forms of new colonial bondage
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gains more advocates in the academic world. The major thrust-of this
movement is to reverse the reversal of history enshrined by establish-
ment historians. Hence, the clamor to improve research techniques, tap
new sources in quantity and quality, expand research areas, rescue his-
torical studies from the extreme unidisciplinary approach, and upgrade
the standards of theoretical reflection. The corresponding agitation for
a thorough re-orientation of world views in order to make them serve
the best and highest interests of the people has also increasingly con-
vinced many that practice without theory is blind for it merely gropes
without guidance in darkness, while theory without practice is abstract
and lifeless. The challenge to write a new history from the people’s
standpoint is part of this gathering movement for change whose goals,
when finally realized, will disenchant the cynical and enlighten the
people on their true role and tasks in history. The emergence of these
new conditions and factors in historical studies requires a re-examina-
tion ‘of the historian’s intellectual equipment and function, the relation-
ship between local history and national history, and the role of oral
sources, particularly folklore.

I. The Historian: Basic Tools and Sources

As used in this paper, history has three fundamental meanings:
first, it means the past events in the collective life of the people in a de-
finite space-time continuum; second, the methods and techniques used
in researching on these past events; and third, the results of the above
operations consisting mostly of observations, analyses, conclusions and
syntheses. These, as well as the past reality. in particular, are all known
through the process of historical cognition. Accordingly, the historian
who reflects these in his works in a dynamic way is capable of raising
his discipline to a genuine scientific endeavor. &

Historic reality exists independently of man’s consciousness. In
fact, reality is a holistic system whose component parts are related
directly or indirectly and, therefore, largely interact with one another.
It possesses internal dynamism for inherent contradictions propel it to
motion and development. Thus, mmor changes occur which develop,
when conditions become ripe, into major qualitative transformations.
In the process, the old is superseded by the new which carries some as-
pects of the old. The regularities, movements and personalities in na-
‘ture and society which the historian observes, whether these are in the
local or national level, have interrelated modes of existence and expe-
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rience transformative processes: they undergo birth, growth and decay.
This truth is shown by the time-bound morphology of Philippine

society.

Historical methodology emphasizes these fundamental relation-
ships and investigates basic and non-basic problems, the significant
stages in social development and the status that they finally attain in
the contemporary period. In studying these levels and relationships of
historic reality, the historian possesses two basic tools: the facts and
data taken from various sources and the theoretical and practical know-
ledge acquired in his intellectual growth. Below is a diagram of possible

sources of historical materials and their dynamic relationships:*
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In Figure I, it is evident that historical sources include all data
(primary or secondary, written or non-written) about man’s past that
played a role in development. These sources may be discovered in va-
rious areas of social life and involve the manner in which they have
been preserved or conveyed. Primary sources include the historian’s
direct knowledge, acquired facts and data characterized by the absence
of another party, documents or physical objects whose reliability pose
no question for examination though their authenticity is yet to be de-
termined, and accepted signs or conventions. Apart from the written
and non-written ones, there are also natural sources and man-made re-
lics, and finally, the addressed and non-addressed sources. Secondary
sources include, on the other hand, the historian’s indirect knowledge,
accepted or conventional signs that have to be deciphered or interpre-
ted, documents involving a third party, and sources where there is need
to establish” the informant’s reliability. Apart from the written and non-
written ones (for example, oral and iconic information), others commu-
nicate information, convey facts and data without actually aiming to
achieve that goal, and finally, the addressed and the non-addressed sour-
ces Oral and folklore sources, which are non-wntten but are in any case '

important in the writing of history, can be either primary or secondary.

The historian analyzes and interprets these source materials in’
terms of their own language, ‘psychological characteristics and graphn
orientation (that is, the nature of their writing system and other slgns
and symbols). Facts derived from these sources require proper evalua-'
tion in the structure and process of development A fact, let us reca.ll ,
is a portion of reality which may be snnple or complex, or small or big
that develops intricate relationships in accordance to specific or general
laws of change. In his work, the historian raises specific problems end
formulates the corresponding objectives, with the end in view of gam-*‘
ing new findings and insights in order to obtain answers or solutions..
Then he gathers as much facts as-he can concerning the subject, area or.
problems of research, tests scientifically the authenticity of their sour-
ces and the reliability of their information, establishes their general
conditions, background and relationships, and finally situates them in
the structures and processes of change. This part of his work is done
using the second basic tool: theoretlcal and prachcal knowledge, which
is not directly based on historical sompe , lable.in.social life. -
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lizes and synthesizes it. Below is a diagram showing the relationships of
its elements:? |
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While reality is indeed complex and develops in a space-time conti-
nuum, portions or elements stay within configurations which are rela-
tively at rest to warrant subjection to historical investigation. In this
task, the historian’s entire theoretical and practical knowledge plays a
leading role. His constant application in research and synthesis of this
knowledge across the years, through trial and error, enriches his com-
mand of theory while yet it deepens his perception of past reality. The
continuing interaction between his knowledge of theory and its applica-
tion to reality (which includes, among others, the study and assessment
of source materials, the choice of the necessary evidence, the serious
formulation of general statements, and synthesis) at each stage of intel-
lectual growth eventually raises the quality and direction of his overall
knowledge.

Theoretical and practical knowledge in general is therefore not
static but purposive and dynamic. There are types of knowledge, how-
ever, whose self-imposed limitations prévent a holistic approach to his-
toric reality. For example, world views deriving guidance and suste-
nance from the providential, positivist and subjectivist schools cannot
significantly go far beyond the bounds of their framework in order to
probe into the heart of reality. For this reason, historians of these

“schools have been occupied more or less with narrating the story of co-
lonial policies, the state and administration, the governors-general, etc.
and the ruling class’ contributions to the national society. Thus, glos-
sing over the regularities of social development and neglecting the role
of the people, these historians fail to see any deeper into the historical
process and the connecting link of their struggles. In effect, the result-
ing works serve the elite and act as a blinder to the masses, who are
taken as a simple product of history rather than as a vital, creative ele-
ment of the social process. In contrast to the above schools, the scien-
tific world view recognizes the people’s role in the creation of history
and gives due emphasis-to their labors; historians of this school thereby
commit themselves to serve those ‘historic forces seeking basic altera-
tions in society, forees which are led by the most advanced detachment
of the population in their forward surge to freedom.

In this context, how does the historian make the relahonslup be-

tween local history and national history meaningful?

I People’s History: Local and National Dimension
The elements linking history on the local and national levels are
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time, territory, population and the existing social, economic, political
and cultural institutions; in short, the social system and its forces and
regularities at definite stages of social development. The story.of this
system on the local and national levels is a vital part of the fabric of
people’s history in the same manner that, on another level, the nation
is a component part of the international community.

A scientific view of the past impels the historian, who is armed
with theoretical and practical knowledge and available sources, to study
its various aspects from within as if he were a participant, in order to
understand the people and their epoch — the social formation in whose
wombs are contained their many concerns, their vital, active forces, and
those interests which they desired to preserve or advance. In order to
make a truthful interpretation of the past which is attuned to the needs
of the present, the historian determines the acts or events which the
people believed to be important, the problems they perceived, the
issues they confronted, and their goals and aspirations. He asks ques-
tions like: What programmes of action did they formulate to achieve
them? What are their needs and the historic forces that induced them to
such an activity? What resulted from that collective endeavor? A signifi-
cant aspect of this study is to determine the forces which are dying and
those which are in the process of becoming, struggling in fact to esta-
blish alternative social orders in accordance to their collective needs and
aspirations. To probe into the internal structure of reality, the historian
inevitably deals with regularities, specific and general laws, as well as
the various contradictions in the different epochs in the people’s life,
until finally he grapples with the causes and effects of the emergence
and decline of social formations.

The most basic law observed in Philippine history, in this respect,
is the development of economic forces. Conflicts between man and na-
ture in space and time leads to changes in the forces that produce man’s
material wants. These changes challenge man to master nature in order
to transform it further so that it can serve him in a better way. In the
process, his material wealth increases. This creative relationship be-
tween man and nature generally reaches a new and a higher level — a de-
velopment that occurs in a spiral manner and increasingly grows in com-
plexity while yet it deepens in dimension through the years. Philippine
history on this score reveals that the tools and instruments that man
used in cultivating land and mustering natural resources help in self-im-
provement while simultaneously contributing to economic develop-
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ment. Transformations from the hunting and fishing stage to the taming
of wild animals and the establishment of husbandry, from fruit-gather-
ing to swidden farming to sedentary agriculture, and from handicraft to
industry and, much later, to manufacturing, technology and science all
show that man through the centuries has generally improved his know-
ledge of nature and utilized its resources for the sake of collective life.*

This development, on the local and national levels, should interest
the historian — especially the unevenness in the economic, political and
cultural changes of towns, cities, provinces and regions in the social for-
mation, including their principal and secondary causes as well as their
internal and external motivating factors. The presence today of differ-

ent types and levels of economies, from the most primitive to the capi-
talist within the context of the new colonial formation testifies to the
leaps and bounds that have occurred in the past.® Similarly, it is also in-
teresting to discover what the various regions and local areas contribu-
ted, in the course of these developments, to the people’s strivings to
overcome their contradictions with nature while searching for greater
freedom and a better life.

Historical progress issues in the long run from the development of
economic forces. This reveals that the conflicts between those who
direct the process of mastering nature and those who, in one way or
another, are involved in that process is eventually resolved as history
moves forward to a new synthesis. The increase in the number of more
competent directors proportionately ‘accelerates the rate of mastering
nature. The need for directors thus speeds up the momentum of pro-
gress and, as a result, man’s knowledge of nature deepens through the
years, ‘the complemty of the forces and relations of productiofi ‘grow’
and the social system advances. Man’s increasing mastery of nature is
aided by science, which has developed from its basic folk moorings to
the more advanced stage connected with technology and industry.

In effect, historical progress rests ultimately on the decision and
action of the people who are primarily its motive power. This condition
explains, for example, the differing impact of two colonial powers on
Philippine society. While Spain was backward in so many ways and ini-
tiated very slowly changes in the country, the United States on the
other hand introduced them on a relatively faster rate; this was possible
because America possessed a highly developed science and technology,
a bigger and well-organized capital, a stronger state, and better trained
organizers: the business tycoons and the captains of industry who, with



26/MINDANAOQ JOURNAL, VOL. VI, NOS. 24

the help of the state, were able to marshall more efficiently bigger eco-
nomic and political power that ensued greater control of natural pro-
cesses and resources and manpower in their drive for profit. In subse-
quent years, America intensified the integration of the Philippine eco-
nomy with the capitalist market system. The gradual rearrangement of
the global relations of power which has tilted unmistakeably in favor of
the democratic forces has maintained nevertheless the colonial relation-
ship on a new level. But having reached its apex of development, impe-
rialism in the Philippines is only capable of quantitative advances and is
in fact preventing historic progress. Historians should inquire on how
American domination affected directly or indirectly the local areas, es-
pecially their people’s lifestyle and institutions.

Fundamental social relations depend on the level of the productive
forces to which these relations ultimately adjust themselves. For exam-
ple, the barangay was forcibly made to adapt under the pressure of the
Sword and the Cross to the new economic and administrative organiza-
tion introduced by the Spaniards who mustered some elements of the
old order (like the power structure, the datus, the form of social organi-
zations, etc.) for integration with the new organization of productive
forces.” In turn later, the Philippine Revolution initiated a reordering
of society after the overthrow of Spanish power in consonance with the
rise of new productive forces. The weakness of the revolutionary forces
and the might of American imperialism halted this attempt, as a conse-
quence of which the native bourgeoisie readjusted themselves to the
needs and whims of capitalism. Social relations were thenceforth re-
oriented to the requirements of the economic forces and structures in-
troduced by the Americans. How did these adjustments affect history
on the local and national levels? The interaction of imperialism and
local, especially feudal, forces would certainly offer an interesting as-
pect of historical study.®

The supportive structures like the state and the laws, art and lite-
rature, morals and world views, and other institutions arising from the
social base change in accordance to the transformations of the produc-
tive forces. These supportive structures more or less adapt to the new
relationships in society in order not to act as their impediment. Deve-
lopment impels these structures on the whole to more or less alter while
new elements appear. In some cases, however, elements of the old sup-

portive structures do not change radically as long as they adjust success-
fully to the requirements of the new social order, as is the case usually
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of the laws, family, religion, etc. Many laws, especially on property and
political relations under the Spanish regime, were recognized by the
succeeding American insular government. The awsts, corridos, and pas-
ston which dominated literature under Spanish rule continue up to our
own time. On the local level, history will provide more examples of su-
perstructural elements undergoing modifications from one epoch to
another.’

After the bounds of the early communal societies were generally
surpassed, the emergence of stratified societies gave rise to rivalries and
antagonisms of varying intensities. These interactions occur because one
group, sector or class (like those which own the basic means and instru-
ments of subsistence) tends to maintain by organized force and decep-
tion those social relationships favoring them where other groups, sec-
tors or classes (like those who own nothing but their power and capabi-
lity to work) want to alter radically conditions which have deprived
them of the basic necessities of human life. Exploitation, accompanied
by oppression, is the greatest crime in the history of mankind and its
operation consequently provokes resistance. This root cause of conflict
and unrest on the historical plane sheds light on the nature of the re-
volts waged against the Spaniards for more than three hundred years
which finally culminated in their overthrow by the Philippine Revolu-
tion; and later.of the armed protests against the American and Japanese
colonizers. These contradictions produced changes and moved society
forward, but they also reflect its essential and irreconcilable differences
— a condition arising from the fact that the ownership by a few-of the
means that sustain community life deprives the overwhelming majority
of their own essential needs even as these render them without effective
political power. People’s history on- the local level will reveal much
about the source and character of folk protests, which rulers have often
tagged in dlsparagement as ‘“‘social disturbances”, banditry, dissidence
or filibusterism.'?

A knowledge of the above regularities as they operated in Philip-
pine history will help the historian understand the nature of:social
transformation and the people’s role in it. In this context, local history
is seen in a better light as a-very important aspect of national history.
Both need:rigorous research methods, techniques and procedures from
the holistic view as well as the analysis, evaluation, interpretation and
synthesis' of materials from a scientific perspective. But local history
deals with a comparatively smaller level of reality — a geographic or po-
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litical-administrative locale, a socio-economic unit, an ethnic group, a
re_ligfous sect, an institution, étc. which scope, on the other hand, ren-
ders possible a sharper focus and therefore a more accurate and faithful
reflection of reality. Ina sense, its obvious limits are a potent source of
atrength for on this level history can now be dealt with more thorough
ly and comprehensively.!*

This is not to overlook the fact however that from a scientific
view history on the local, national and international levels are intercon-
nected and cannot actually be taken ‘fully’ independently of one
another. Their formal separation is made: only for analytical purposes.
A people’s history requires that a historian writing on international his-
tory must have a working knowledge of nations and regions; another
dealing With national history must possess an understanding of inter-
national and local histories; and still another working on local history
must be aware of national and international histories, and, of course, of
their possible influences (direct or indirect) on the local people, struc-
tures or institutions. Whichever aspect.or area of the past he works on,
the ‘historian must be able to synthesize historical materials appropnate
to the system (micro or macro) that he studies.

What other connections should local h1story bear to national his-
tory?

The Filipino people, let us recall, have historically been struggling
to form a united nation that is independent, free, prosperous and just.
The main bulwark of these movements is the vast majority of the dis-
possessed and deprived population while the chief obstacles have been
the old and new colonial forces aided by the native elite. In the local
areas, the main impediments are the feudal forces, often aided by clan
and tribal groups that form at times ethnic and regional power blocs.
Popular movements, striving for freedom, have invariably created a tra-
dition of resistance against the above obstructions to social progression.

The historian dealing with local history must think of the above
conditions, especially of the ideals and aspirations of the people and
the national community of which his field of responsibility is an integ-
ral part. The people’s world view and historic stand can guide him bet-
ter in this task more effectively and therefore scientifically. If local his-
tory is consistent in this thrust, then it will refuse to be an instrument
for re-enforcing the feudal and tribal forces and their supporters whose
existence has not only been tolerated but actually encouraged by colo-
nial masters. Internecine strife, fanned by the latter, made it easier for
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them to divide and conquer the Filipinos. The historian has to empha-
size local contributions to nation-building and whenever possible, if
warranted by source materials, to the popular strivings for complete
liberation. These movements, generated by the auspicious confluence
of social conditions and popular participation, brought forth a great re-
volutionary tradition which made us increasingly aware of our national
identify. They demonstrate in fact the connection between the objec-
tive foundation of social life and the conscious activities of the people,
who are the principal metors of social development. History books
which accurately reflect this tradition is part of our intellectual heritage
for national emancipation.

The feudal and tribal forces, at times assuming ethnic and regional
forms, have strong historic roots. They have derived past strength from
the tribal, regional and monocultural economies (like sugar, coconut,
abaca, etc.), the tribal, provincial and regional power cliques, and from
ethnocentric cultures and traditions. The analysis of alignments in the
local-regional areas — that is to say, of groups, sectors, strata and classes
— and their interests and behaviors in history enrich knowledge and
promote a scientific understanding of the past. How did the above rela-
tionships form the people’s consciousness, affiliation and activities?

This brings us to another point. While on the national scene the
old and new colonial masters have generated their opposites, on the lo-
cal level traditional economic (landlords, for example) and power (po-
liticians and family dynasties) cliques have likewise given rise to their
antagonists. Structural variations gave birth to historic contradictions.
The unity and conflict of all these social forces should be examined on
the national and local levels, including their inter-connections and their
inner motivations and development. The local-regional elites, though
possessing influential economic and political power maintained through
heritage or through later acquisition, but in other cases by their connec-
tions with national politics and multinational corporations have not yet
found enough articulate spokesmen in the field of history. While the
elite rely heavily for their version of national history on establishment
historians like Alip, Agoncillo, Zaide, etc. they -are often confronted
by a corresponiding dearth of histories concerning themselves in the
local areas.

This condition calls of course for the writing of alternative local
histories from the people’s viewpoint. Needless to say, this situation re-
quires historians to study the operation of the fundamental laws of de-
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velopment on the local level — if these worked here at all — or to inves-
tigate ‘if there were specific laws whose functioning was confined here
on account. of its unique features and characteristics. The national
schemes of periodization will certainly have varied applicability to par-
ticular - areas.. Why? . Because while some local-regional structures and
events may not actually influence national conditions, certain national
structures and events may not at all be felt directly or indirectly in the
local areas. The holistic character of the social formation does not in
fact negate in any way the unevenness of the economic and political de-
velopment of the local areas. For example, the lives of many farflung
places and of many ethnic groups have remained unintegrated up to
now with the national mainstream.

A genuine people’s history, on either the. local ornational level,
confronts the reality of feudal and. tribal differences, including their
ethnic and regional forms, by analyzing their harmful effects to the for-
mation of an authéntic national alliance for freedom and independence.
For sure, the historian immured inlocalism, ethnocentrism and region-
alism shall fail to comprehend the significance of this fact adequately
since he does not understand the living connection between local histo-
ry and national history; and neither shall he understand that social
transformation, with an alleviating program of action for the over-
whelming majority of the population, occurs when a popularly-based
leadership decides upon the ripening of historic conditions to modify
the old way of life and transform the social order that maintains it. On
the other hand, a local historian aware of these facts will learn that all
free members of society may actually play a role in the varied activi-
ties contingent upon the historic process, whose driving force is. the
people. Indeed, all forms of production, all political and cultural move-
ments and all significant changes in Philippine society depend upon the
people’s labor and activities operating within the law-governed condi-
tions of development. In writing the new history reflecting these reali-
ties, folklore performs a highly significant function.

III. Folklore and Historical Studies

Historians armed with the providential, positivist and subjectivist
theoretical tools have led them to often reproduce uncritically archival
and other official sources which largely reflect the characteristics,
views, beliefs, activities and achievements of the ruling class. Immured
in the confines of their world views and caught in the trap of their sour-
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ces they could not therefore frequently transcend the political-ideologi-
cal subjectivity of the colonizers. Thus, the logical result is the erfipha-
sis on the role of the foreign and native elites in historical development.

This is not to say that archival and others written by colonial of-
ficials and their hirelings are useless. The fact is, they are useful but in
so far only as they are utilized guardedly and then re-interpreted in the
light of contemporary requirements even as they are in the process sup-
plemented by new source materials. Long standing problems that used
to confront historians can only be solved by posing new interrogations.
In this light, the significance of oral sources can be propetly appreciated
because they can be used to project new ways of dealing with the story
of a very significant but maltreated members of society:'? ‘the common
people, who have been dispossessed and oppressed in all possible ways
for ages. They form more than 90% of the total population; yet, be-
cause of the peculiar social circumstances in which they have lived, they
recorded very little if at all of their personal affairs and collective acti-
vities. On the other hand, their rulers: the builders of colonies, like the
governors-general the bureaucrats, the generals; the friars, the
businessmen, the industrial magnates and the intelligentsia serving
them — wrote and kept the records. wh1ch genera]ly extolled their vir-
tues, magnifying their ach1evements and portraying themselves as the
heroes of their pageantry even as they libelled and caricatured the mas-
ses. Some Filipino historians, in fact, have often taken the rulers’ view-
point; many of their books consequently portray the people, in times
of peace, as “good citizens” or as “docile subjects”; and in times of re-.
volutionary war as “insurgents”, “simple”, “ignorant” folké “whose un-
sophisticated mind could not see the various possibilities that might ac-
company a mode of action” — and hence were “moved by the impact
of feeling and passion” dunng periods of mass action when. they are

transformed into mobs full of the ““courage.and abundant hope, the
dash and careless abandon” of their class!*?

In the face of this fact, there is a need therefore to re-onent histo-
rical methodology in order to open up for folklore, as for oral sources
in general, the threshold of people’s history. Folklore, in particular, is
useful for this role because it is a product of popular creativity and pos-
sesses basic characteristics that make it a good source material for his-
torical studies. First, it is a historical fact (I am here referring to authen-
tic folk materials) since it occurs in a space-time continuum and, there-
fore, has a position in the structure and proceedings of change. Second,
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folklore in communities dominated by oral traditions expresses popular
world views, perception of reality, interpretation of events and reac-
tions to historic movements and personalities.!4 Third, folklore as a
social record serves in its living form as a positive or a negative factor,
or as an active or a passive influence on the life of its creators and car-
riers. Fourth, folklore plays generally an important role in local history
on account of the fact that popular customs and traditions — of which
it is a part — are established there on firmer grounds, as can be seen
among many unintegrated or partly integrated ethnolinguistic groups.
In the more advanced areas characterized by modemn economic, politi-
cal and cultural phenomena where the division of labor, technological
stage, social differentiation, and administrative structure have reached a
relatively higher state of development and is dominated by the written
tradition, folklore serves less as a total view of the world than as a mir-
ror of the very fragmentation of society. Fifth, folklore at some historic
periods reflects mass movements and transformative processes. This
type of folklore is neglected today because of the new colonial orienta-
tion of many scholars and the current dominance of the anthropologi-
cal approach in folklore studies. Yet, history shows that while many
traditional characteristics remain in folklore, some new ones in fact
emerge with a new content — brought forth to life in response to the
‘changing material conditions, the fresh challenges and directions of col-
lective life, and the new problems of confrontation with social reality.
The realistic and empirical content of this folklore can be seen in the ar-
tistic creations of the mass movements during the Philippine Revolu-
tion, the Philippine-American War, the anti-Japanese War, and other po-
pular movements.

These movements show that folklore undoubtedly absorbs altera-
tions in social life for which reason the people have been able to pre-
serve records of their protracted, difficult and glorious struggles. Some
types may even reveal how the people emerge as its makers while some
others may portray them as the historians themselves narrating or sing-
ing their story in their own language and melody.!®* No wonder the
people in folklore of this type play a more visible role than in written
documents, where on the other hand through the manipulation by the
state and the mass media the historic stage is dominated by “national”
leaders who consequently are made to appear as the heroes in the works
of establishment historians. The above facts show then that without an
adequate knowledge of the oral lore and traditions of the common
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people and a comprehensive understanding of their characteristics and
struggles at different periods of our social formation, a people’s history
cannot be written satisfactorily.

At any rate, the pressure from below has been such that through
the centuries folklore has probably entered the legitimate arena of hu-
manistic and scientific studies. In the field of anthropology, there are
the works of Roy Barton, John Garvan, Fay-Cooper Cole, E. Arsenio
Manuel, and others; in linguistics, those of Noceda y San Lucar, Otto
Scheerer, Leonard Bloomfield, and others; and in works in literature,
mass communications, custom law, psychology, sociology, political
science, medicine, appropriate technology, etc. In historical studies
particularly, folklore for a long time has been used as source materials
for example in the works of Morga, Colin, Chirino, Loarca, Alzina,
and others who drew pictures of the lifestyle, social organizations and
some events in significant areas of the country at contact period. In the
twentieth century, some historians like Alip, Agoncillo, Zaide, etc. have
with great courage but with less method utilized folklore in the recon-
struction of the epoch before the westerners came which they variously
styled as “ancient”, “pre-colonial”, or “pre-hispanic” Philippines.
Aware of these serious shortcomings, E. Arsenio Manuel therefore
urged a multidisciplinary approach in the reconstruction of Philippine
pre-history; especially the use, apart from written documents, of ar-
cheology, historical and comparative linguistics (especially lexicography
and glottochronology), ethnology and comparative folklore.!® Jocano’s
subsequent misuse of folklore, in this respect, missed the point when
from out of the blue he suddenly tried to force his so-called Sulod oral
literature — just recently gathered — into what he called:pre-Spanish
Filipino poetry.!? | =

In spite of the above aberrations, folklore when studied scientifi-
cally and used judiciously is a legitimate source material for the recon-
struction of any period of history. In such a job, the type of folklore to
be used will greatly depend on the epoch under consideration. While
the reconstruction of pre-colonial Philippines for example has its own
particular requirements, so does studies of other centuries including the
contemporary period. For instance, an examination of various aspects
of the old and new colonialism especially those dealing with “‘unwrit-
ten” and underhanded transactions would be more profitable in results
and enlightening in coverage if oral sources, and possibly folklore, sup-
plement written sources. It should be mentioned in connection with
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this that historical folkloristics is slowly contributing to the develop-
ment of techniques and methods that will further enrich historical stu-
dies from the viewpoint of folklore. Historians should, in fact, explore
further this vital intersection of the life of folklore and history.!®

From this discussion it is clear that folklore is useful for the histo-
rian because it can offer him a fact, lead him to historical data and sour-
ces, and present an opinion or perception. But to be more useful for his
purposes, the historian — preferably with the collaboration of the folk-
lorist — should study the origins and development of the folklore mate-
rials which are needed in his special field of study in order to discover
their historical roots and ideological orientation. A simple, descriptive
approach in this respect is not enough. In truth, what is needed is a ge-
netic (that is, its role in the roots and origins of an event), structural
(its place in a given whole), and causal (its role in the regularities and
processes) explanation, with a constant awareness of the holistic and
dynamic character of historic reality.!® While fieldworkers have already
devised techniques for testing the folkloricity of these popular crea-
tions, the same must however be further examined in accordance to the
strictly historical requirements of their authenticity as oral documents
and the reliability of information that they contain. In practice, this
means identifying sources, dating folk materials and determining
whether they describe actual events, movements, institutions and per-
sonalities in general, or just elements or aspects only in particular. This
activity logically impels the historian to sift the real from the fantastic,
and the actual from the imaginative while applying critical safeguards
similar to those used in the case of other historical sources. The data,
including the more suspect claims and those which are hardly adequate
or passable, are further checked with other available sources — though
.in no moment should the historian forget the fact that the latter ones
can be very suggestive of their creators’ reactions or regards towards
the events of personalities they deal with.

As source materials of people’s history then, folklore and oral
sources can — depending on the subject or thrust of research and the
other disciplinary approaches used — have the following broad func-
tions in studying the past: as supplements to archival and written sour-
ces; as a counterforce to official sources; and in some unique cases, pos-
sibly as richer and bigger sources than any other. These probabilities
affirm the fact that while the real history of the Filipino nation cannot
be written without -the story of the toiling masses, the latter remains
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incomplete however without oral and folklore sources. In this scheme,
new folklore produced by social movements, whether these are minor
or major, should be given their corresponding attention.

In recent years, some have already recognized the necessity to
creatively integrate into a solid historical synthesis the story of the
people’s life and struggles. This job can be done by a historian who,
apart from being dedicated to serve the people’s historic interests, is
also equipped with the proper theoretical and practical knowledge to
tap old and new sources (primary and secondary, written or non-writ-
ten) even as he knows the fundamental nature of historical narration
(consisting of the essential requisites, the sufficient conditions and the
essential-sufficient conditions), the tools of narratives (historical ima-
gination, language, taxonomy and arranging ideas and inferences), the
elements of narratives (like laws and statements), and historical evalua-
tion. His analytical method must enable him to synthesize materials on
a synchronic-diachronic perspective firmly guided by the scientific
world view.2? In this task, the practical analysis of concrete conditions
and the investigation of their attendant problems become scientific and,
therefore, productive the more objective and ruthless the historian
probes into the inner heart of reahty

IV. Perspective

The Philippines, like many backward nations of the world, has suf-
fered severely from the evils cast forth by natural and social disasters.
The people have always been their most serious victims. In the process,

their cultural and intellectual activity, like many aspects of their econo-
mic and political life, also expenenced the dehumanizing impact of op-

pression and backwardness — and so does historical studies: so all-em-
bracing and pernicious indeed are their effects! The latter phenomenon
in particular still happens at a time when in many parts of the world
historians, confronted by knowledge explosion and technological revo-
lution, already use new techniques and learning like information theo-
ry, cybemetics, game theory and decision-making, etc. in order to
sharpen methods and make their research and theoretical instruments
precise even as they utilize significant discoveries from other scientific
and humanistic disciplines. This is not simply arguing for technical sop-
histication; rather, it is to dare historians to widen their horizons and to
discover a more relevant charter for, and a better paragon of, historical
studies that will serve even better the people’s historic interests — in
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consonance with their needs in an age of widespread and deep-seated
global changes which have profoundly transformed soci¢ties and
strengthened the great democratic movements of our time.

The role of oral sources in general and of folklore in partlcular in
the people’s history that situates its subjects realistically in the main-
stream of these earthshaking events is significant. For history, whether
it be local or national, is an integral part of the processes embraced by
the general laws of development which witness the interaction of forces
in their continuing social modifications. In the long run this task which
requires a great collective effort will have to use the competent local
people’s histories, evaluate which of their different, nay at times con-
flicting versions and interpretations of the same social phenomena, for-
ces, movements, events, institutions and personalities are correct for the
final synthesis that is a people’s national history. In many ways ther,
the development of local history is a necessary pre-requisite for the full
development of national history; the complete liberation of one, from
the people’s viewpoint, is the condition for the total liberation of the
other. Thus, history issuing from this activity interprets the world cor-
rectly and reveals to all the people’s immeasurable power to be their
own masters as they marshall their historic forces in their awesome

~march to the future — fashioning them into a strong but versatile wea-

pon for change and shaping the regenerative unity of the past with the
present in order to integrate everything organically with the liberating
forces of the social formation: an instrument no less that shall batter
the bulwarks of the old world even while as a rising power it forges the
marvellous beginnings of a truly new, just and humane clvmzatlon of
free and equal men.
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